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By SAUL FRIEDMAN 
, ' Herald V/asMnsion E'ureiu 

WASHINGTON -- The 
Central Intelligence Agency 
has built clandestine armies 
numbering 100,000 in Laos, 
lhailand, and Cambodia, an 
expert on Southeast Asia 
told a congressional panel 
Tuesday. 

It’s the CIA's foreign le- 
gion, ’ said Fred Branfman, a 
former member of the Inter- 
nationa! Volunteer Services 
and a free-lance reporter in 
Laos. 

The armies, controlled and 
paid for by the CIA,' 
L -a j! ft rin said,, include na- 
tive • --tribesmen, Thais, Na- 
tionalist Chihese -and other- 
Asians. Their job is to ha- 
rass-, the population and 
troops in Comnnmist-.ccn- 
troled areas of Indochina, ex- 
cept North Vietnam. Presum- 
ably they would continue 
their fighting with American 
supples and money after 
American forces are with- 
drawn, he said. 


BRANFMAN’S charges 
were the closest thing to 
hard news at the opening of 
a three-day seminar on the 
Pentagon papers, sponsored 
by 17 members of Congress.,’ 
The generally repetitive dis- 
cussion showed that the leak 
of the Pentagon papers them- 
selves is a difficult act to fol- 
low. 

J Rep. John Dow (D., N.Y.), 
chairman of the three-day ' 
event, said that Daniel Elis- 
berg would join the group 
today. Ellsbcrg, one. of the ' 
authors of the . 47-volume 
study, has acknowledged 
passing portions of the docu- 
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mc-nt to the press, for which 
he has been indicted by a 
federal grand jury. 

Only one author of the 
Pentagon papers, Mcivim 
Gurtov of Santa Monica, api 
peared at the conference 
Tuesday. But he added little 
to what is already known. 

GURTOV, WHO last 
month was forced to resign 
as a researcher at the Rand 
Corp. because of his anti-war 
sentiment and his association 
with Elisberg, told the panel 
that almost no-one in govern- 
ment had read the Pentagon 
papers, including, the man 
who commissioned them, 
former Secretary of Defense 
Robert S. McNamara, until 
they were published in the 
press. 

He noted, in response to 'a 
question,. that the Pentagon 
study shows the intelligence , 
analysts of the CIA, but not / 
the field operatives, "in a ' 
good light.” 

Tiie C-IA analysts, he said, 



questioned basic assump- 
tions, like the theory that if 
Vietnam fell to the Commu- 
nists the rest of Southeast 
A- jin would fall like domi- 
noes. They also criticized the 
effectiveness of American 
„ bombing, Gurtov said. 

"But when their reports, 
like others, challenged basic 
assumptions,” Gurtov said, 
"they were ignored.” 

Branfman, talking about 
tno v.IA’s role in Southeast 
Asia, said it "exercises func- 
tional control of military op- 
erations in Laos” and other 
Southeast Asian countries 
outside of Vietnam. In Laos 
it is conducting a campaign 
of. “terrorism” in Communist 
held areas. 

. IvtiO VINK Long, a South 
Vietnamese now studying at 
Harvard, said the Pentagon . 
papers disclose that Ameri- 
can war planners had no un- 
derstanding of the Vietnam- 
ese pople, their aspirations, 
problems, and -nationalism. 

"For them the Vietnamese 
didn't exist except as Com- 
munists or . . anti-Commu- 
nists,” he said. 

- A nd hG .' suggested that ad- 
ministrative overtures to 
mainland China in hopes it 
would help impose a settle- 
ment of the war on North 
Vietnam indicates that the 
United States still does not 
understand that any settle- 
ment "must co mo with tho 
Vietnamese people,” ' by 
which' he meant the Commu- 
nists and the Saigon regime. 

Tran Van •Binh, former 
South Vietnamese ambassa- 


dor to the United States, 
traced American involvement 
iimhis country from May 
3 85-t, when Marines landed 
there to free an imprisoned 
French missionary. 

"I DON’T plead for Ameri- 
cans to understand the Viet- 
namese,'' he said. "Ameri- 
cans ’should understand ’ 
America first. In 1945, when 
we thought we won our inde- 
pendence by defeating the 
Japanese, we believed in this 
country and that it would 
help us. Ho Chi Minh had 
faith in America. But we 
oidn't understand about your 
Indian wars, and the suppres- 
sion of the revolts in* the 
Philippines. 

"In the past years we have 
been trying- to find out whet 
America is ail about, and so 
far we don't know;” 

Otners at the conference 
included Anthony Russo, a 
former Rand employe now 
facing contempt charges for 
refusing fo testify about the 
leak of the Pentagon papers; 
Noam Chomsky, a linguist 
whose books on American 
policies helped convert Elis- 
berg, and David Truong, 
whose father ran second in 
the South Vietnamese presi- 
dential elections in 1 067 and 
subsequently was impris- 
oned. 
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